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future opinion will pass a severe judgment on a Govern- 1870
ment which should sacrifice the safety of England to mere
bluster and brag. To do the present Government justice, etau 4*
however, it is my belief that they only want support from
the public to show themselves yielding and conciliatory;
and therefore we ought all the more to give public expres-
sion to this point of view. Those who pretend that we
are bound by our engagements to go to war, rely chiefly
on the tripartite treaty of England, France, and Austria.
I send a page of the Economist which contains it. By the
first article those powers guarantee jointly and severally,
not the treaty with Russia, but the integrity of the Ottoman
dominions. It cannot be pretended by any one that this
guarantee comes into force until Turkey is attacked. By
the second article they engage to consider any infraction
of the treaty as a casus belli; and, if there are causes, to
determine with Turkey and with one another what it has
become necessary to do. This merely promises that when
a case has arisen which gives them a right to go to war,
they will take counsel together whether to do so or not.
But a still plainer point is that by this treaty the three
powers did not bind themselves to Turkey at all. Turkey
was not a party to the treaty. They bound themselves
only to one another, and can therefore release one another
from the engagement. More, since one of the three,
France, cannot possibly fulfil that engagement, it cannot
require the others to do so, nor is there the least probability
that Austria will make any such requirement from us;
while even if she did, the practical impossibility of attaining
the end without the aid of France would be a full justi-
fication for non-compliance, even in the case of the first
article, much more in that of the second. It is perhaps
also worth mentioning, for the sake of the completeness of
the argument, that this very condition of the neutralisation
of the Black Sea has been already broken through by the
United States, and that on that occasion none of the con-
tracting parties to the treaty thought fit even to protest.

With regard to Utilitarianism, you have not said any-
thing yet which would give to the most irrational or mostt England ought to have done            j
